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Tourism growth for WA to flow from Large Marine Sanctuaries 
 

Establishing large marine sanctuaries in Australia‟s south west waters would lead to significant growth in tourism 

revenue, injecting $55 million per year into the WA economy, and increased stocks of valuable marine life, a landmark 

study by the Allen Consulting Group released today has found.  

 

Commissioned by the Conservation Council of Western Australia on behalf of the Save Our Marine Life alliance, The 

Economics of Marine Protected Areas found that marine sanctuaries would generate long term economic prosperity for 

WA with a more diverse economy and healthier fish stocks outweighing the short term costs of establishing sanctuaries. 

 

The south west‟s eco-tourism industry, including whale, dolphin and seal watching, would receive a 20 per cent boost to 

generate $55 million per year as a result of establishing large marine sanctuaries in the south west. The study emphasised 

that this growth would continue as the region‟s popularity as a visitor destination spread. 

 

A key finding of the study was that the impact of marine sanctuaries on recreational and charter fishing is likely to be 

minimal. A worst case scenario examined by the study found the financial impact would be as low as $3.25 million, much 

less than the $500 million previously claimed by the industry. 

 

The study also highlighted the value West Australians place on a healthy marine environment. A detailed economic 

study shows that the value the public places on protection of WA‟s marine environment could be as high as $200 

million each year. 
 

A short term cost to the Western Rock Lobster fishery would be offset by long term benefits, including a five per cent 

increase in catch as a result of large sanctuaries creating a healthier marine environment. Overall, the cost to the Rock 

Lobster Fishery would be only 2.2 per cent of its estimated $250 million value. 

 

Study author Martin Van Bueren from the Allen Consulting Group said large marine sanctuaries are likely to result in 

more stable catches for fishers and provide insurance against stock depletion. “Our analysis shows that costs to the 

commercial and recreational fishing sectors from the creation of marine sanctuaries to meet international scientific 

standards and commitments are offset by the economic benefits that arise from a healthier marine environment. 

 

“Protecting the marine environment can result in more sustainable catch rates – this is because sanctuaries would act as a 

buffer against fluctuations in fish stocks due to environmental changes or mistakes in the management of fisheries,” Mr 

Van Bueren said. 

 

The study was also endorsed by one of WA‟s leading business figures, John Poynton AM, Executive Chairman of 

corporate business advisory group Azure Capital: “As this important report highlights, there are many economic 

benefits for WA that flow from protecting areas of our unique marine environment. I believe this report should now 

encourage the federal and state government to work together to create large new marine sanctuaries in the south west.” 

 

“The economic, environmental and scientific benefits of large marine sanctuaries now forms a „golden triangle‟ of 

opportunity for WA in the south west,” Piers Verstegen, director of the Conservation Council of WA and member of the 

Save Our Marine Life alliance, said. 

 

The Economics of Marine Protected Areas is available at http://www.allenconsult.com.au/ 
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The Economics of Marine Protected Areas 
The Allen Consulting Group 

 

Summary of Key Findings 

 
The key findings of the bio-economic study on the costs and benefits of establishing large marine sanctuaries in 

Australia‟s south west marine region (stretching from Geraldton, WA to Kangaroo Island, SA) are: 

 

Benefits: 

 

 Establishing marine sanctuaries would result in an estimated 5% increase in catch in the Rock Lobster 

Fishery, generating up to $2.4 million in additional economic benefit. 

 

 The direct economic benefits for tourism operations such as whale watching would initially increase from 

$45 million per year up to $55 million. 

 

 Marine sanctuaries would continue to stimulate growth of the ecotourism industry in WA. 

 

 The value Western Australians place on the marine environment far outweighs the costs. This is based on a 

detailed economic study that indicates the value the public places on protection of WA‟s marine 

environment could be as high as $200 million each year. 

 

This study included research conducted at Ningaloo Marine Park last year which established that visitors are 

prepared to pay up to $140 each per year to support environmental improvements through an annual fee to 

fund environmental management. 

 

 The same economic study also looked at the proposed Ngarri Marine Park and found that Western 

Australians put a very high value on their marine environment and its protection. 

 

Costs: 

 

 Charter fishing could experience a 30-50% reduction in activity, producing a $0.75-$1.25 million cost per 

annum. However, some of this cost could be offset by charter boat operators targeting ecotourists instead. 

This is already occurring. 

 

 An initial reduction in recreational fishing by up to, for example 15%, would result in a cost of 

approximately $1.8 million - substantially less than the $500 million per annum claimed previously by 

sections of the industry; 

 

 A reduction in economic rent generated by the commercial fishing industry in the south west would cost $1 

million, and in the rock lobster fishery $8 million. This would be offset by an increase in economic benefits 

of $2.4 million in spill-overs from marine sanctuaries due to a healthier marine environment.  The industry 

would also benefit from more stable rock lobster populations due to the insurance provided by marine 

sanctuaries against management errors or climate changes.  


