
PERTH, March 7 AAP - Marine parks in Australia's southwest could be worth $55 million a year 
in tourism and boost commercial fish stocks, says a landmark study released this week. 
   Commissioned by the Conservation Council of Western Australia, the study titled The 
Economics of Marine Protected Areas found underwater sanctuaries would provide long-term 
economic benefits and healthier fish stocks, which would outweigh the short-term costs of 
establishing them. 
   The study is the first of its kind in Australia, comparing the economic benefits of establishing 
marine sanctuaries to potential losses by commercial fishers denied access to them. 
   The southwest's eco-tourism industry, including whale, dolphin and seal watching, would 
generate $55 million a year - up from the present $45 million - if large sanctuaries were 
established, the study forecast. 
   This figure would rise over time as tourist numbers increased. 
   An important finding of the study was that the impact of marine sanctuaries on recreational 
and charter fishing was likely to be minimal. 
   At worst, it said, the financial impact would be as low as $3.25 million - minuscule compared 
with the $500 million previously claimed by the industry. 
   The study also found the value of protecting WA's marine environment could be as high as 
$200 million a year. 
   Any short-term cost to the western rock lobster fishery would be offset by a five per cent 
increase in catch as stocks improved. 
   The study said the cost to the rock lobster fishery would be just 2.2 per cent of its estimated 
$250 million value. 
   Allen Consulting Group study author Martin Van Bueren said large marine sanctuaries would 
also boost fish stocks and lead to more stable catches for fishers. 
   "Our analysis shows that costs to the commercial and recreational fishing sectors from the 
creation of marine sanctuaries ... are offset by the economic benefits that arise from a healthier 
marine environment," Mr Van Bueren said. 
   "Protecting the marine environment can result in more sustainable catch rates - this is 
because sanctuaries would act as a buffer against fluctuations in fish stocks due to 
environmental changes or mistakes in the management of fisheries." 
   The Australian study comes as Britain announced on Sunday it would create the world's 
largest marine sanctuary in the Indian Ocean. 
   The proposed reserve would protect the 55-island Chagos Archipelago, part of the British 
Indian Ocean Territory, though the US military base on Diego Garcia would be exempted. 
   The islands and their surrounding waters cover 544,000sq km, an area larger than France and 
home to some of the cleanest seas and healthiest coral reef systems on the planet. 
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