
 

 

Response to Mr Barry Haase letter “Shift focus from Perth” Geraldton Guardian 

Monday 7
th

 of December 2009. 

 

„Shift focus from economic myopia‟ 

 

Mr Haase and his conservative counterparts in government and business alike seem 

more than willing to continue to extol the virtues, and push the barrow so to speak, of 

the extensive exploitation of the Mid West iron ore resources and the ranges that 

contain them without any real acknowledgement of the associated costs.   

 

It is fascinating to see these self-interested factions appropriate the language of 

sustainability and apply it when and how it suits. It is somewhat astounding that the 

raising of a culturally and ecologically significant range i.e. Karara and the Mungada 

Ridge, and the creation of a 3km by 750 metre crater can be lauded as „sustainable‟ 

for as far as I am aware the ranges wont grow back, well not in our children‟s, 

children‟s lifetime‟s at least! 

 

Just to be clear, no one denies or stands in opposition to the proposed economic and 

social benefits that will flow through to the wider Midwest community as a result of 

increased resource activity. It is a question of balancing the equation and the debate, 

of honestly acknowledging the substantive ecological and cultural consequences of 

this projected exploitation.  

 

Just a few weeks ago whilst visiting Geraldton WA‟s Chief scientist Professor 

Beazley made reference to the national and global biodiversity significance of this 

region in an article in this paper. We were reminded that the Midwest sits at the centre 

of the Southwest Biodiversity Province, one of the 25 most globally significant and 

bio-diverse ecological regions on the planet.  

 

As it happens in „our backyard‟ the Banded ironstone Formations (BIF) are home to 

the most unique and rare species within this whole biodiversity province, and the 

exploitation of these very same ranges is the sole purpose for the existence of the iron 

ore conglomerates.   

 

There are both national and international biodiversity instruments and agreements that 

our state and federal governments are parties too, although it is apparent that any 

responsibility to fulfilling the commitments detailed within these agreements has been 

suspended. It is clear for all to see the intent of current state government as it 

unashamedly stands out front and alongside the iron ore miners to usher through the 

certainty of access that will encourage the „progress‟ of this business in this region.  

 

Any pretension to sustainable responsibility has been surrendered by Gindalbie 

Metals when they revealed their true nature and appealed the rigorous scientific 

decision by the Environmental Protection Authority (EPA) not to allow mining in 

their Terapod deposit because of its high conservation value.  

 

It appears as though the premier has worked hard to „encourage‟ the upholding of the 

appeal to the EPA, an agency that was doing its job as the state environmental 



regulator. When the EPA decision was overturned, and the mining of this high 

conservation node was allowed, the public announcements of gratitude by the CEO of 

Gindalbie Metals to the premier for his „support‟ highlighted the extent to which these 

companies are dependent upon and value this unwavering commitment to „develop at 

all costs‟.  

 

It has been expedient for the current state government to dismiss the substantive 

scientific findings that were detailed in a joint strategic report by the Departments of 

Industry and Resources (DOIR) and Environment and Conservation (DEC) into the 

significance of the Banded Ironstone Formations (BIF) Ranges. This strategic review 

outlined a solution for balancing the need for protection of the highest value ranges in 

the conservation estate and for access to the less significant areas that could be 

considered for future mineral exploitation. This report detailed a certain and balanced 

way forward that would meet both conservation and iron ore industry imperatives.  

 

It appears as though this important body of work has been dismissed and the state has 

unashamedly and unambiguously declared it‟s intent to support the extensive mineral 

exploitation at the expense of the many other values that exist in this ancient 

rangeland landscape. If our leaders are not willing to accept the responsibility of 

leadership and custodianship that their office demands then we have no choice as the 

people but to hold them to account and to bring to light the rights and responsibilities 

that are being denied.  

 

It is the 21
st
 Century Mr Haase, our expectation is for leadership with vision, a 

demonstrable conscious awareness and concern. Leadership that reflects our diversity, 

that is mindful of the unique nature of this place and the quality of the lifestyle it 

sustains. Leadership that is respectful of the „whole landscape‟ we inhabit and that is 

not merely focused on the economic potential and/or material value that the quarry 

may contain. 

 

Yes shift the focus from Perth but open the scope and focus of the discussion, less you 

encourage the perception that your only real concern is the mere economic interests of 

big business.         

 


